BBC Bible Study Outline — 1/20/25 — “Bear Fruit with Patience”
Luke 8:4-15

Here is one of the more famous parables spoken by Jesus... the parable of “the Sower and the Seed”

In it, Jesus speaks of the seed as the Word of God (specifically, the “Word of the kingdom” from Matt. 13:9) being
sown into the hearts of people, and He mentions 4 kinds in particular... but the 4™ and final is our focus.
Luke 8:15 “But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.”

e Question: Is your heart “good ground” for the Word of God?

2 Conditions of the Heart That Make it “Good Ground”
1. Itis “noble” — excellent in its nature and characteristics
2. Itis “good” — of a good constitution or nature
But... the Bible has this to say about he human heart:

e Jer. 17:9-10 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it? 10 I, the Lord,
search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his
doings.”

So how can one receive the seed of the Word with a noble and good heart???
2 things must be true:

1) God must be drawing that sinner — John 6:44a

2) To receive the good news, the sinner must be honest about their condition and repent — 2 Cor. 7:10a
When Jesus says “having heard,” this speaks of something that happened at a point in time and was completed.

e Question: When did God draw you and you repent and believed the Gospel?

Subsequent to the point-in-time salvation someone experiences, those who are the “good ground” go on to make...
2 Continuous Actions that Evidence the Transformation of their Heart
1. They “keep it” — keep means “to hold fast, to keep secure”
e 1Cor 15:1-2 * Heb. 3:12-14

2. They “bear fruit with patience”
God desires all believers to bear fruit... Jer. 17:7-8 * Ps. 1:1-3 * Ps.92:12-14

5 Truths from the Bible about Fruit Bearing

1) Bearing fruit is not automatic, but takes intentionality (Titus 3:14; 2 Pet. 1:5-9)
2) Bearing fruit comes by staying connected to Christ (John 15:4-5)

3) Bearing fruit comes by walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 22-23)

4) Bearing fruit comes by knowing God’s will (Col. 1:9-10)

5) Bearing fruit comes through answered prayer (John 15:7-8, 16)

But in Luke 8:15, Jesus gives the description “with patience.”
“Patience” here in the Greek is not the same as our general use of the word to mean passive waiting. Instead, it speaks
of endurance and steadfastness, especially in the face of difficulties.
There are many times this word is used in the NT.
e James 1:2-3,12 * James 5:11 * Rom. 12:12 * Heb. 12:1-3 * 1 Pet. 2:20-21 * Matt. 10:16-22
Matt. 24:12-13 * Luke 21:7-12, 16-19 * Heb. 10:36-39 * Rom. 2:6-7

Let us intentionally endure as we live lives to the glory of God... “working while it is day” (John 9:4).



