BBC Home Bible Study Outline — 1/26/25 — SEASONS & PURPOSES - Ecclesiastes 3:1,17

Solomon, the person most gifted with wisdom to have ever lived, compared seasons & purposes (v1-8)
He also declared that God will judge both the righteous & wicked for their past, and expose sinfulness.

BBC'’s 2025 John 9:4 theme verse, suggests there is purpose & a plan for our Day & Night seasons.
As Jesus in His humanity, we’re to work while it's Day, for the same work cannot be accomplished at
night. We’ll see from other Scripture that His instructions shift to adjust for day & night environments.
Discussion: How does day & night affect our physical work? And, how about our spiritual walk?

Big Picture: 3 very broad seasons manifest how God adjusted His means to achieve His purposes:
Old Testament era — Heb 1:1 - God the Father revealed Himself to us through prophets, using angels;
New Testament era — Heb 1:2 - God revealed to us His Son. He came in the flesh with Father’s words;
Church era — John 14:25-26; 16:7-14 - God sent His Holy Spirit to empower, illuminate, gift & lead us.
Discussion: According to Psalm 139:12, how is God affected or limited to day & night environments?

DAY season: God'’s clear instructions for the day season are seen in His “Great Commission.” God

instructed His disciples to “Go” (Mark 16:15), but after being equipped by the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49).

God calls us to be filled & quided by the Spirit, to meditate & hide His Word in our hearts, to walk &

endure by Faith, and thereby to advance & occupy until Jesus’ Return (Luke 19:11-27).

Discussion: 1) How can saved individuals & Churches fulfil the mandates of the Great Commission?
2) What does God think of those who hide & keep idle their God-given talents & giftings?

DUSK transition: This is what the end-time Church needs to be alert to, and engage appropriately.
The unbelieving world is already under a sentence of condemnation for failing to believe (John 3:19).
Jesus reprimanded the Jewish religious leaders for failing to discern the times seasons (Matt 16:1-3).
Paul warns of departure from Faith due to seduction & corruption by devils’ doctrines (1 Timothy 4:1-3)
Jude (v.11-13) compares this backsliding to the errors of Cain (rebel), Balaam (greed), & Korah (pride).
Paul further warns of “perilous times” to come (2 Timothy 3:1,13-14), admonishing us to continue on.
Discussion: What evidences do we see in our day of the growing sin & errors Paul & Jude spoke of?

NIGHT season: God’s work is uninhibited by Night seasons, but man’s work is surely affected by it!
In His humanity, Jesus’ supernatural earthly teaching/healing ministry was shut down after his arrest.
Jesus’ last miracle was at his arrest, healing soldier Malchus’ ear that Peter had cut off (Luke 22:49-54)
God’s work continues, but there will come a time when our Christian efforts will be stifled by force.
After the crucifixion (& resurrection), the disciples were found hiding together in a room (John 20:19).

When these dark times arrive, when we’ll no longer be able to advance & occupy as before, we'’re
given instructions for the strategy shifts we’ll need to make. Then, we’ll need to occupy & hold fast!
As an army, while we may not be able to take new ground, our mandate is to never give up territory.
Paul said (Eph 6:11-13), put on full armor, stand against & withstand in the evil day — do all to stand!
Paul adds (2 Thes 2:1-4); don’t be deceived or fearful, rather (v.15) stand & hold by the Word of God!
Jesus specifically tells four of the seven end-time churches to stand fast (Revelation 2:13,25; 3:3,11).
e Standing our ground without being able to measurably advance doesn’t mean stopping our efforts:
o The end-time Ephesian church is scolded & told to keep loving (Rev 2:4-5; 1 Corinthians 13:8);
o The Thyatira church is commended that their latter works were greater than the first (Rev 2:19);
o We may be stifled, but God’s work continues to the end as He brings “latter rain” increases!

e Acts 2:16-18 On the day of Pentecost, Peter quoted from Joel 2:21-29 in reference to a “latter rain.”
The Day of Pentecost initiated a partial fulfilment of that latter-rain blessing. James (5:7-8) also
made reference to a latter-rain for the time of Jesus’ return, exhorting the brethren to be patient.

Discussion: In light of all of the above, does opposition against us (the Church), causing us to hold

rather than advance, bring hope or discouragement? Why should we hold on to hope?




