BBC Home Bible Study Outline — 2/2/25 — Why Church? — Heb 10:25

Why do we go to church? In the Scriptures we’re exhorted by God to do so, & we’re instructed to
“‘compel” others to come with us! People may come for both the “right” reasons, & “wrong” reasons.
Discussion: Self-analysis — Why do we attend church? Is our attendance & are our reasons good?

Pastors have a difficult role because they’re under constant scrutiny; their motives often questioned.
e Some people feel badgered & guilted to faithfully attend church by their pastoral leaders. That
criticism may be valid when Pastors view: Attendance & ‘response’ as a measure of their own
worth; or their success in attracting people, fund-raising, and looking good to their fellow ministers.
e Attending church services, and responding to altar calls & calls to serve, is not for the benefit of a
Pastor’s ego, itis for the cause of Christ, & the spiritual health of the individuals being ministered to!
o 2 Samuel 12:14 tells an Old Testament story of when like-sinful behavior of a believer would
tarnish the cause of Christ by causing observers to ridicule Christianity and blaspheme God.
o Hebrews 13:17 teaches us to submit to those under-shepherds in spiritual authority over us
because they’re accountable to watch over the souls of God’s people entrusted to them.
Discussion: Are we resentful when pressed to attend regularly, or financially support the church?

Pastors are held to a higher standard and their lives are often scrutinized: Both fairly & unfairly.
e God calls pastors by different standards than we might: 1 Samuel 16:7 outward appearance-vs-heart
o God called David: Considered too young, overlooked by father, & not esteemed by brothers.
o God called Paul: A prominent and well-educated legalistic religious zealot who violently
persecuted, and on one occasion even murdered, those he disagreed with.
= Yet, these were two of the most prominent Old & New Testament personalities!
e A minister’s reputation & effectiveness is often stained by his family dynamics —i.e., the 2 sons of
the first high priest Aaron, the 2 sons of a later priest Eli, and the 2 sons of the last Judge Samuel:
o Leviticus 10:1 — Aaron’s sons Nadab & Abihu worshiped God with a forbidden “strange fire.”
o 1 Samuel 2:16,22 — Eli’'s sons Hophni & Phinehas took for themselves by force & were immoral.
o 1 Samuel 8:1-3 — Samuel’s sons Joel & Abiah Joved money, took bribes, & perverted judgment.
= Samuel’s sons’ behavior was so egregious; the nation rejected judges & demanded a king.
e 1Sam. 2:21-25 — Though raised in Eli’'s dysfunctional home, Samuel “grew before the LORD.”
Discussion: Is our heart or a ‘perfect’ church, required for us to be ministered to & grow in the Lord?

Why go to Church?
Some improper reasons:
1) Tradition — A mere family practice; A good place to socialize & network; A sense of self-worth.
2) Obligation — “Member” duties; To gain God’s favor/appease disfavor; Meet expectations of others.
3) Appearances — Build a perception of moral character; For status, respect, reputation, others’ trust.
Some proper reasons:
1) Opportunity for enhanced corporate worship / Matt 18:20 Jesus: where 2 or 3 are gathered, there am |
e For one’s own long-term spiritual wellbeing, and family members’ spiritual growth.
2) To personally meet God to “seek His face” 2 Chron 7:14 / Dan 9:3; For repentance Hosea 5:15;

To build relationship with Him Psalm 24:3-6; For deeper intimacy with Him Psalm 27:8
e To enter the ‘secret place’ of prayer & find refuge Psalm 91:1; where God rewards openly Matt. 6:6
3) Instruction in righteousness by the Word 2 Tim 3:16;
e For both the new believer 1 Peter 2:2; and the mature believer Hebrews 5:11-14
Discussion: Back to the first Discussion-question (top of page); Same answers?...or modified desire?




