BBC Home Bible Study — 3/16/25 — “The Jezebel-spirit” — Galatians 3:1-3

Paul writes to the Galatian churches in amazement at how quickly they had strayed (Gal 1:6) by
allowing themselves to be “bewitched” into error. They had been bewitched by a “Jezebel spirit.”

Jezebel was a woman, but the “Jezebel spirit” can be a characteristic in either a male or female.
5 ‘Jezebel characteristics are: 1) deceptive; 2) seducing; 3) corrupting; 4) contrary; 5) controlling.
The Jezebel spirit is seen in the Old Testament, the early New Testament, and the end-time Church.

The Old Testament Jezebel:

She was an actual woman named Jezebel. She was the wife of Israel’'s 8" king, Ahab. She
influenced Ahab into being the worst of all the kings of Israel & Judah; (1 Kings 16:30-33; 21:25-26).
She is called a “cursed woman,” who perpetrated many “whoredoms & witchcrafts” (2 Kings 9:22,34).

Jezebel was Deceptive: Her name means “chaste.” Ahab may have thought Jezebel was an
optimum choice for a king’s wife, as she herself was the daughter of the Zidonian king Ethbaal. But
Jezebel was an ardent worshipper of the god Baal and goddess Ashtoreth.

Seducing: Even in her older age, Jezebel tried to be seductive to a new king who came to slay her
(2 Kings 9:30). She is likened unto Aholah & Aholibah that God sent Ezekiel to judge (Ezekiel 23:36-44)

Corrupting: 1 Kings 21:25 tells us Ahab, by the influence of Jezebel, sold himself to wickedness.
Their combined evil influence on the nation of Israel also corrupted the Israeli people (1 Kings 19:14).

Contrary: Jezebel was the force behind the opposition, persecution, and killing of God’s prophets &
those who followed the LORD (1 Kings 18:13; 2 Kings 9:7). She coddled her own prophets, 450 for
Baal, & 400 for Ashtoreth (1 Kings 18:19). After Elijah’s victory over the 850 pagan prophets, she
threatened Elijah, vowing to kill him (1_Kings 19:1-2).

Controlling: Jezebel enviously craved authority & reduced her husband, king Ahab, into her puppet.
She was manipulative and bold, using her husband’s royal authority to achieve her own ends. She
took it upon herself to threaten Elijah’s death (1 Kings 19:2). To further gain influence over her
husband, she orchestrated a scheme to obtain for her husband their neighbor’s vineyard by setting up
the neighbor Naboth with false accusations and witnesses, and in her husband’s name, wrote official
letters having the authorities execute Naboth so that they could obtain the vineyard (1 Kings 21:1-17).

New Testament Jezebel spirit:

Galatians 3:1-14 — Religiously proud Judaizers had influenced the Galatian churches by “bewitching”
them into “another gospel,” which Paul declared was not another (1:7)! The doctrine of salvation had
been deceitfully mutated from being received by faith through the Spirit, to being continued by works
of the flesh. Paul declared that they had been seduced by a corrupting enchantment that had
manipulatively guilted and shamed them away from the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. They were being
controlled by a false and contrary Old-Testament style Christianity, forced upon the Gentile believers.

End-time Church’s Jezebel spirit:

Revelation 2:18-29 — Jesus addresses the 41" of 7 Churches, at Thyatira. While He commends them
for their admirable works, charity, service, faith, patience, and even an increasing of their efforts, He
admonishes them for tolerating a “Jezebel” woman in the church, a self-proclaimed prophetess who
has been seductively teaching the people into gross error by invalidating the foundational Apostolic
instructions for Gentile Churches that they abstain from fornication (sexual immorality) and meats
offered to idols (a religious lifestyle of worldly mixture - Acts 15:20). The woman refused opportunities to
repent of this false doctrine that Jesus said has its origins from the “depths of Satan” (Rev. 18:24).

Discussion: Do we see characteristics of the ‘Jezebel spirit’ evident in our day, and why is it so
harmful and to be avoided?



