
BBC 7/6/25 – Home Bible Study – “Revival of a Nation” – Proverbs 13:34 & Psalms 33:12 

The USA is not a theocracy, autocracy, or pure democracy.  It is a Republic (with elected representatives).  

We are unique in the world as the only nation that was ever founded on a Judeo-Christian creed that 

united us with inalienable God-given rights (not government-granted), so that our unity is under God, & 

indivisible, with liberty & justice for all!  As such, God has blessed us exceedingly.  But we need revival! 

The word Revival suggests the awakening of something(one) that was once alive, but is slumbering.  

It is when God, in a relatively brief period of time, revives slumbering believers and saves many souls.  

God initiates revival through the Holy Spirit-anointed preaching of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Discussion: Why was the USA so blessed, and how have we slumbered so that we need Revival? 

5 major revivals swept through the United States – often just before or after a major period of difficulty. 

1st Great American Awakening: Jonathan Edwards (1734-43); followed by George Whitfield (1745-48) 

• This revival centered in the Northeast, just before the Revolutionary War (1775-83) and our founding in 1776. 

• During this period, approximately 80% of the 900,000 “religious” Colonists were affected (revived & saved). 

2nd
 Great American Awakening (1830-50s): Charles Finney– Just before the Civil War (1861-65) 

• Used tent-meetings, reaching many “unchurched.”  Church attendance rose from -2% to 13% (350K to 3 Mill) 

• Nation’s population at this time was 23 million.  500K converts in 1,500 towns + 100K in Rochester NY alone! 

3rd Great Urban Revival (1875-85): DL Moody - post-Civil War & Chicago fire of 1871 (based in Chicago) 

• A NYC businessman at a time the U.S. was steeped in Darwinism & “higher-criticism” (ie, Bible “criticism”) 

• Moody only lived to age 62, but preached to a million people and founded the famous Moody Bible Institute. 

4th
 Pentecostal Revival (1906-15): Wm Seymour-prior to WW-1(1914-18) & the Great Depression (1929) 

• A one-eyed Black man during the time of segregation, had to sit in the hallway of a Topeka, KS, Bible school. 

• Awakened the gifts of the Spirit & promoted inter-racial Church harmony.  Birthed churches & denominations 

5th
 20th C Revival era:  Billy Sunday & Billy Graham ministered as evangelists before & after WW-2. 

• From 1896 to 1935, Billy Sunday (a former baseball star) preached 20K sermons (an average of 42 per month) 

• Billy Graham began his ministry in 1949, conducting approximately 400 crusades in the U.S. & 185 countries. 

• The youth population was impacted during the 70’s drug era (“Jesus Movement”), and at college campuses. 

• In the 90’s various ‘charismatic’ revivals broke out in Toronto, Pensacola, Modesto, & even Melbourne, FL. 

The 21st C. has already seen some significant revival activity:   

• Barna stats show that in 2025 men, Millennials (84-98) & Gen-Zs (99-15) are leading the return to churches. 

• Asbury University; had a revival in the 1970s, but in 2023 a chapel service lasted 16 days with 70K visitors. 

• California; birthed at the Oceans Church in Orange County, the “Baptize America” movement grew with 500 

participating churches.   

o On Pentecost Sunday, 6/8/25, 26K believers were baptized - the highest 1-day number ever in the US! 

Discussion: Is the recent apparent stirring of revival in the US a sign that troublous times are ahead? 

  Is it possible that God is trying to awaken & prepare His people, and draw a new harvest? 

Characteristics of Revivals:   

• Revivals are not denominational.  Edwards was a Calvinist Puritan.  Whitfield was an Anglican, and was 

one of the founders of the Methodist Church.  Finney was a Presbyterian.  Moody was a Congregationalist.  

Seymour was the son of emancipated slaves who associated with Methodists, Roman Catholics & Baptists. 

Billy Sunday was ordained as a Presbyterian.  Billy Graham was ordained as a Southern Baptist.  The 

Jesus Movement participants were hippies.  Oceans Church is a non-denominational congregation. 

• Do we desire Revival?  Do we recognize the state of our own, our church’s, our nation’s spiritual “vital 

signs”?  Is God stirring a hungering & thirsting for revival – a deeper, more committed & fruitful life of faith?  

Do we feel the world’s cultural condition and its pressure working against our Christian walk and mission? 

If so… God may be stirring our spirit for a coming awakening, of revival and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

• The process?  2 Chronicles 7:14 – With humility, pray for His presence & turn from our wicked sins.  God 

promises He will then hear, forgive & heal! 


