
1 

 

BBC - 10-week Study on “GIFTS of the SPIRIT” – 7/30/25 to 10/1/25 

Session #3 of 10 - 8/13/25 – 1 Cor. 12:8 The “Word of Wisdom” & “Word of Knowledge” 

REVIEW:   
Week 1 - 3 Seasons:  Season of Father (Old Testament); Son (Jesus Christ); Holy Spirit (Church) 
Week 2 - 3 Categories of Spiritual Gifts:  Motivational (Rom. 12); Ministerial (Eph 4); Manifestational (1 Cor 12) 
Cessationism:   

• The vast majority of today’s ‘main-line’ churches embrace the “doctrine” of Cessationism: 
o They believe the 1 Cor 12 gifts were Apostolic “sign” gifts in operation only to authenticate & launch 

the Church before the New Testament was completed, & were ‘limited’ to the Church’s 1st Century AD. 
o 1 Cor 13:8-10 is their ‘proof-text’ – “that which is perfect” = as being the New Testament Scriptures. 

▪ But, “that which is perfect” = clearly & contextually the Second Coming – 1 Cor 13:12; 1 John 3:2 
o Eph 2:20 – is a supporting text – that apostles & prophets were only the Church’s “foundation” 

▪ But, this negates Eph 4:11 & 1 Cor 12:28, and misses the obvious Ephesians’ intent of Jew & Gentile 
unification, as seen in the gates & foundation of the New Jerusalem, Rev 21:12-14  

• Not all the churches that embrace the doctrine of Continuationism evidence these gifts in operation: 
o Some intellectually believe in the gifts, but out of fear of ridicule, they often limit their public use; 
o By the Holy Spirit, God operates these gifts sovereignly through willing vessels 1 Cor 12:11, 18, 23. 
o All gifts are dispensed by Grace, not merit, as seen in the ‘unworthy’ Corinthian church 1 Cor 1:4-15 

(The Corinthians were immature, carnal, fleshly, ill-behaved; tolerated error & were a poor testimony!) 
▪ Like all the giftings:  Motivational, Ministerial & Manifestational – they’re God-given by grace! 

(Motivational – Rom 12:6;  Ministerial – Eph 4:7;  Manifestational – 1 Cor 1:4-5) 

The first 2 of the 9 ‘Gifts of the Spirit’:  1 Cor 12:8 = Word of Wisdom & Word of Knowledge 

WORD of KNOWLEDGE (“WOK”): 
• Def: A supernatural impartation to an individual of revealed facts or circumstances made known, without 

the possibility of the individual having had prior knowledge of those facts by natural means. 

• It’s a “Word” (partially revealed ‘logos’; perhaps a very minimal amount of information) that gives limited 
knowledge of something, but not a complete revelation of every detail or full cause. 

• It’s a snippet of ‘knowledge’ seemingly related to something past or present. 
NOTE:  In his full humanity, Jesus, as our example, fulfilled his earthly ministry not by His deity, but by the 

empowerment & giftings of the Holy Spirit! (Luke 4:14) 
John 4:18 – Jesus – received a WOK about the woman at the well’s marital situation & status 
Acts 5:3 – Peter – Peter was given a WOK concerning Ananias’ lie of understating the sale price of a property 
Acts 9:11-12 – Ananias of Damascus – was directed to a location to find Saul, w/WOK of Saul’s praying & vision 

WORD of WISDOM (“WOW”):   
• Def: A supernatural revelation, or giving of an instruction of God’s wisdom on what and/or how to wisely 

do something. 

• Seemingly an instruction or revelation relating to something yet to occur – usually in the immediate future. 

• Can be in conjunction with a WOK; as an instruction of what to do, or what will happen, with revealed facts. 
Acts 5:9 – Peter – given a WOW of Sapphira’s (Ananias’ wife) imminent demise after she conspired to lie. 
Acts 9:15-16 – Ananias of Damascus – WOW revealed how Paul/Saul was chosen to be used, & would suffer. 
Acts 21:10-11 – Agabus – A prophetic was WOW revealed to him of Paul’s destiny upon arriving at Jerusalem. 

o Notice that Agabus’ limited “word” about Paul was true, but it wasn’t articulated completely accurately 
– there was some of Agabus’ own human interpretation that he included with it – Acts 21:27-33 
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o Agabus, a proven prophet (Acts 11:28-30), prophesied that in Jerusalem the Jews would bind Paul and 

turn him over to the Gentiles (like Jesus).  In fact, the Jews dragged Paul out of the Temple and tried to 
beat him to death.  But a Chief Centurion rescued Paul from them by taking him into custody, effectively 
saving his life. - Agabus wasn’t perfectly accurate with his prophecy:  He only had a ‘Word’ of Wisdom. 

o There’s a different standard between OT Prophets, and the NT prophetic gift. 

Mark 13:11 & Luke 21:13-15 – During the Great Tribulation trials, the Holy Spirit will apparently give us abundant 
words of knowledge, and words of wisdom! 

NEW TESTAMENT DIRECTIVES on PROPHETIC-type GIFTS:  (further discussed in Week 7) 

• The Scriptures are clear that Old Testament prophets (before the full canon of written Word was complete) 
were judged differently than how New Testament prophets are to be judged.   

• In the Old Testament, an erring prophet who misdirected people from the LORD was worthy of death 
(Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 18:20-22).  The standard was:  If it doesn’t come true, it’s false, and not of God! 

• In the New Testament, believers are warned not to believe every spirit, but rather to “try the spirits 
whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1-3).  The validity of a prophet’s proclamation is to be examined and 
judged by the standard of the completed Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Corinthians 14:29).   

• Prophecy ought to be a desired operating gift, and tongues are not to be forbidden (1 Corinthians 14:39-40). 

• Prophecies are not to be despised, but rather proven without discarding that which is good 
(1 Thessalonians 5:19-21).   

• There is no death penalty for the erring New Testament prophet, but those identified as divisive false 
prophets are to be marked as such and avoided (Romans 16:17-18). 

 

 

 


